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the Apostles each contributed an article to form the Creed, forming their joint opinion or counsel in an abridged form ; and 2. the opinion that this creed was used in times of persecution as a watch-word or mark whereby Christians (like soldiers in an army) were distinguished from all others. This latter is the sense given in the short catechism of Edward VI. 1552, where we read, " M. Why is this abridgment of the faith termed a symbol? S. A. symbol is as much as to say, a sign, mark, privy-token, or watch-word, whereby the soldiers of the same camp are known from their enemies. For this reason the abridgment of the faith, whereby the Christians are known from them that are no Christians, is rightly named a symbol." The term symbol, importing an emblem or sensible representation, is also applied in the holy Eucharist, to the sacred elements, which there set forth the Body and Blood of CHRIST.
SYMPHONY. In music, an instrumental composition in the form of an overture, &c. The term is popularly applied to short introductory movements on the organ, before anthems and other pieces;. also to any portion performed by the instrument without the voices, including preludes, interludes, and postludes, i. e. strains before, in the midst, and at the end of psalmody and other Church music.
SYNOD. This is a meeting of ecclesiastical persons for the purposes of religion, and it comprehends the provincial synods of every Metropolitan, and the diocesan of every Bishop within their limits.   And these are not of that authority as general councils, nor do their canons oblige the whole Christian Church; but only that nation where they were made; but if such canons are agreeable with the Scriptures, and confirmed by general councils, they are in force everywhere.   The most famous synods have been held in Africa, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Spain. It would make a very large 1 volume to treat particularly of those synods which have been held in each of those places, therefore we will refer to those which were assembled here in Britain ; and as to that matter, we find that a synod was held here at Winchester, in the time of king Edgar, in which Archbishop Dunstan was president.    In this synod the marriage of the clergy was prohibited.   There